























Conclusion and Recommendations

The laws on access to information in the EAC States offer lessons for betterment if the right to information is to
be achieved in the region. For unified enjoyment of this right, Burundi should follow the other EAC States and
enact a law on access to information. Burundi’s law could use the existing laws of EAC member States as a blue
print while remaining cognisant of the gaps that exist in those laws.

Likewise, Rwanda needs to revisit its law to ensure that the gaps - including the lack of specification of
protection of persons disclosing information and appeal processes - are addressed.

On the other hand, while it is recognised that the EAC region is progressing in prompting the right to
information, there are a number of issues that have bottlenecked citizens’ right to information. These include:
lack of access to information by non-citizens in Uganda, Kenya and South Sudan; lack of ATI regulations in
Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania and South Sudan; lack of a clear definition of security information by Uganda; lack of
transferability of requests in South Sudan; limited scope of bodies the law applies to in Uganda; prohibitive
access fees in Uganda, as well as the lack of clear complaints mechanisms in Uganda and Rwanda.

Amendments to the various provisions relating to the above in Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and South
Sudan, and enactment of a clear and progressive law in Burundi, shall ensure that EAC member States measure
up to international RTI standards. Furthermore, enhancement of the use of information and communication
technologies (ICT) in promotion of the right to information will lead to full protection, enjoyment and
enforceability of all other rights.
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